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Rate 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: On October 16, 29675 the High Command of 


"2149 |£ | the Bolivian Armed Forces released the following comaunique, 
fia | together with three annexes, on Prot death of Che Guevara: 


a ras 

coe wal rl, In accordance with informstion previded for national and 

45 = £ international opinion, based on documenta released by the 
Military High Command on October 9 and subsequently, concern- 

i ing the combat that took place at La Higuera between unite of 

the Armed Forces and the red group commanded by Ernesto "Che" 

Guevara, as a result of which he, among others, lost hia life, 
the following is established: 


a) Ernesto Guevara fall inte the hands of our troops 
eravely wounded and in full use of his mental faculties, After 
the combat ended, he was transferred to the town of La Hignera, 
more of Lese at § p.c. on Sunday, October 6, where he died as - 
a result of his wounds. His body was transferred to the city 


of Vallegrande at 4 pra: on Monday, October 9, in «& helicopter 
of the Holivian Air Porce, 
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b) Two medical doctors, Dr, Molees Abraham Seceicis and 
Dr, Jose Maria Cazo, director and intern respectively of the 
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1. Annex 1 (Death Certifdcate) 
Annex 2 {Autopsy Report) 

3. Annex 3 (Argentine Police Report) 
4. Communique of Argentine Exmbasey 
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Knights of Malta hospital, éortified the death (Annex No. 1) and 
recorded the autepsy ordered by the military authorities of 
Vellecrande (Annex Ee. 2). 


e) With regard to the identification of the deceased and the 
authenticatian of the diary that belonged to him, the government 
requested the ec4operation of Argentine technical organizations, 
which sent three experts, one handwriting specialist and two 
fingerprint specialists, who verified the identity of the remains 
and certified that the handwriting of the campaign diary, captured 
Be cur troops, ooincides with that of Erneste Guevara (Annex No, 


ad) The aign diary and the beok of doctrine (libro de 
concentuaciones 3) are documents that contain an account of activi- 
ties, from the date of hie entry (inte the guerrilla area) until 
Uetober 7, and (justify) the judgments that this chief of subver- 
Sion, the members of the guerriila bands, and the people, both in 
this country and abread, who collaborated with then, deserved. 
As a consequence, they are documents exclusively for the use of 
the military. 


2. Ey this means the Military High Command considers complete 
all information relating to the death of Che Guevara. la Paz, 
Octeber 16, 1967." EXD UNCLASSIFIED, 


REGIE CLASSIFIED, Comment; The peports provide further documen- 
tary proof that the guerrilla chieftain, who was reportedly 
futaily injured in battle against the Bolivian Armed Forces on 
Qetober §, was indeed Ermesto Che Guevara, ‘The documents do little, 
however, to resolve public apeculation on the timing and manner 

ef death, It will te widely noted that neither the death certi- 
ficate nor the autopsy report state a time of death (the examining 
physicians are said to have told journaliste that Guevara died 

a# few hours before their examination late in tha afternoon of 
October 9}. Moreover, the communique also leaves unsaid the time 
of death, indicating siaply that it occurred gometine between 

8 pam. Oetober §, and the transfer of the bedy to Vallegrande at 

4 p.m, the 2ollowing afternocn. This would appear to be an 

attempt to bridge the difference between « series of earlier diver~ 
gent statements from Armed Forces sources, ranging from sesertions 
that he died during or shortly after battle to these suggesting 

he survived at least twenty-four houre. Some early reports last 
week also indicated that Guevara was captured with minor injuri<s 
while later statements, including the attached autopsy report, 
affirm that he seliiae ae go and serious bullet wounds « 
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We doubt that the communique will satisfactorily answer these 
weet and are inclined to agree with the comment by Fresencia 
*«t Politicus that these discrepancies, now that the identity 
of the body if generally accepted, are "going to be thea new focus 
eo pevennes in the coming days, especially abroad,” ERD CLASSI— 
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Annex No. 1 pe De ath Certificate 


The death certificate signed Gcthber 10, 1967, by Drs, Moises 
ABRAHAM Baptista and Jose MARTINEZ Cazo, Hospital Knights of 
Malta, Vallegrande, Bolivia, indicates that on October 9 at 

5:30 p.m., there arrived DOA an individual who military authori- 
ties goaid wae Ernesto CUEVARA Lynch, approximately 40 yeare of 
age, the ¢auae of death being multiple bullet wounds in the 
thorax and extremities, Preservative wae applied to the body. 


‘Annex Ha, 2 = ts rt 


The autepsy report signed October 19, 1967 by Drs. ABRAHAM 
: Baptista and MARTINEZ Cazo, indicates that the body recognized 
: a& that of Ernesto Guevara was 4) years of age, white race, 
: approximately 1,73 meters in height, brown curly hair, heavy 
: curly beard and gusteche, heavy eyebrows, straight nose, thin 
lips, mouth open, teeth in good order with nicotine stains, 
lower left pre-molar floatiog, light bliue eyes, regelar physique, 
#car along almost whole left side of back. A general examination 
showed the following wounds: 


tL. Bullet wound in left clavicouler region ¢gressing through 
shoulder blade. 


2. Buliet wound in right claviculer region fracturing same, 
without agress. 


3. Bullet wound in right side, without ezrese. 
4, Two bullet wounds in left side, with agress through back, 


§. Bullet wound in left pectoral between 9th and 10th ribs, 
with egress on ierft side. ; 


6, Bullet wound im lower third part of right thigh. 
7» Buliet wound in lower third part of left thigh in s#eten. 
% Bullet wound in lower right forearm with fractured ulva, 


= 


= 


The thorax cavity when opened showed that the first wound lightly 
injured the apex of the left lung, 
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The second injured the aub-clavic vessel, the bullet lodging 
iteeLf in the sacond vertebra. 


The third transyveresed the right Lung lodging itaelf in the 9th - 
" sib. 


The Left lung was slightly damaged by bullet no. 4. 
Wound ne. § traneversed the left lung in a tangential trajectory. 


Thorax cavities, espectally the right, presented abundant biood 
eollecticn, 


The opened abdomen showed no tranmatic lesion, only expansion 
due to gases and citric liquid, 


The cause of death waa the thorax wounds and consequent henorrhag- 
ing. 


Annex Ne. 3 - Argentine Police Report 


On Saturday, October 14, 1967, three officiale of the Argentine 
Federal Police (Investigations), one a handwriting expert and 
the other two fingerprint experts, at the request of the Bolivian 
Government, visited Bolivian military headquerters in La Paz to 
collaborate in a matter of ddemtification, They were shown a 
metal container in which were two amputated hande in o liquid 
solution, apparently formaidehrde. 


The fingerprint experts tried the "Juan Vacetich" system used in 
Argentina of making papillary eketches of the fingers, but the 
liquid caused the fingertips te wrinkle making tracing impossible. 
_ They then proceeded to take fingerprint impressions on pelyethelene 
eaheets and in some tases on pieces of latex, thera to be sent to 
the Identification Department of the Argentine Police Por further 
examination. . 


The experts then compared the fi prints with the copy af the 
prints made from Guevara's Argentine identity record No. 3.52¢,272, 
eatablishing beyond doubt that both prints were from the same 
person. Aigo checked were printa taken from Guevara at Vaellezrande 
on October 9, with the same result, 


The handwriting expert then examined two notebooke in good ¢endi- 
tion. The title page of one read "1967" and its reverse "Carl 
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Klippel ~ Kaiaerstrasca 75 - Frankfurt aH" and "Harstellung 
Baler & Schoesider - Nellbreum Ai." This beak shows hand- 
writing beginning under the date of January 1, 1967 and contin-- 
ning until Octeber 7, 1967, Considering the period cf the 
writing, the writing iteaciZ?, and the "signatures," the expert 
decided they were suitable for formal extrinaic and intrinsic 
eomparisons in the handwriting identification system, The 
axpert algo examined statiaticaily the handwriting character- 
istics of the netebook enscribed "Elba 665096° containing 44 
paces of pair There wag ere regularity of 
characteris t. at they were the game as those 
reproduced in Maeve Ae Lee eBbord, Copies of the aaterial wlll 
be forwarded to the Argentine Felice for further study, 


Signed by Esteban Belrhavuser and Juen Carlos Delgado, 


Enclosurs No, 4 


¢ E OF TH INE. ASST r 


. he technical commission detailed by the Argentine Gevern- 
ment at the request of the Bolivian Gevernment te prove the 
identity of the regains of Ernesto Guevara has proceaded to make 
A compariaon of the iteme that were provided by the Commander in 
Chief of the Arned Forces with those that were in the hands of 
Argentine police authorities. From the fingerprint and 

writiog skill practiced by the technicians, in accordance ith 
scientific precedures currently in vee, 1t develops that the 
iteus compared correspond in an irrefutable manner to Ernesto 
acettbiled thereby agreeing with the report issyed by the Bolivian 
avthorites, 


La Paz, October 16, 1967. 
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